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For this purpoſe was the Son of God manifeſted 
that he might deſtroy the Works of the Devil, 


"HAT is here meant by the Works of the Devil, 
is plain from the former part of the Verſe, He 
that committeth Sin (ſaith the Apoſtle) is of the 
Devil, for the. Devil ſinned from the beginning; and then it 
follows, for this purpoſe was the Son of God manifeſted, that 
be might deſtroy the Works of the Devil. So that the Works. - 
of the Devil are all manner of Sin and Wickedneſs; and 
conſequently the deſtroying of the Works of the Dewil muſt 
mean the deſtroying out ot Mankind all Sin and Wickednefs, 
and in the place thereof planting in them all manner of Vir=. 
tue and Holineſs. And this the Apoſtle here affirms to be 
the great end of Chriſt's coming into the World, 

It is the ſame Account of Chrilt's Undertaking in other 
words that St. Paul gives us in the 2d to Titus, Chrift there- 44 
ſore ga ve 7. for us, that be mg redeern us from all Ini- | ad! 
quity, and purifie to himſelf a peculiar People Zealous of good PR Wal 
Works, And the ſame Account likewiſe that St. Peter gives 1 
of it in the Third of the Acts, Unto you firſt (ſaith he) God e, 
baving raiſed up bis Son Jeſus, (that great Prophet whom . ws 
God by Moſes promiſed to raiſe up to his People) hath ſent wit | 
bim to bleſs you in turning away every one of you from his In: 
quities, Laſtly, It is the ſame account that Zacharias gives 14 
us of the deſign of our Lords coming into the World in the 6 
Firſt of St. Lake, Namely, That we being delivered from tte 
bands of our [Spiritual] Enemies, might ſerve without fear, 
in "Sidi and Righteouſneſs before him all the days of our 

It were to be wiſhed, that this was more confidered and 
and laid to heart by all of us that profeſs to be Chrift*s Diſei- n! 
ples If it was, it would impoſſible for many of us to lead Fl 
ſuch lives as we do, without the utmoſt confuſion, and the 1 
continual reproaches of our own Conſciences, But whilſt 16 
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oOo other ſorts of accounts have been taken up concerning Chriſt's J ov 
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Undertaking, and the defign of bis Religion, ſo different I fic 
from that which my Text, and the other Paſſages I have! 


_ = quoted do give of it: Whilſt Men have repreſented our Sa · ¶ So 


Dominion of them; as one that came not ſo much to make 


SOoſpel. 


viour to themſelves, ag one that was ſent rather to free them ki 
_ from the Puniſhment of their Sins, than from the Power and ill Re 


tem really righteous in their own Perſons, as to impute his iſ 
on Righteouſneſs to them; and to fulfil the Law of God da 
for them, rather than to oblige them to a more ſtrict Obedi-· ¶ Vi 
ence to it: Whilſt they have been willing to look upon his Ge 

not as a practical Inſtitution to teach us, and oblige Nt 
us to live well, or as the means appointed by God for the ne 


reforming the Manners of Mankind; but only as a Syſtem H 


ol Propoſitions to be believed and profeſſed, together with it 
| ſome few outward Precepts to be practiſed by us, in order to is 1 
the diſtinguiſhing us from the reſt of the World: Whillt II wi 
_ fay, we have entertain'd ſuch Notions as theſe concerning w. 


1 the Religion of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt; it is no wonder that de 


it bath no greater effect upon Mens lives, than we ſee it has Gr 


Wl at this day, but it is become a barren evanid ineffectual thing, 


a matter of Words and Diſpute, a mere piece of Book- learn · I co 


ing, a Name to diſtinguiſh Parties by, and little more. H 


and Deſign of this his Manifeſtation, as it is here declared to 


Give me leave therefore at this time, and on this day, on in 
Which we are met to commemorate the Son of God's being 
' manifeſted in the Fleſh, to diſcourſe to you of the great End 


us by his Apoſtle. This I am ſure, as it is a proper Argu 
ment for the Seaſon; ſo if it be well conſidered, it will effe- 
_ Qtually keep us from placing our Chriſtianity in ſuch things 
as we ſee Men commonly do; and will oblige us above all 
things, to a ſerious and hearty endeavour after univerſal Vir 
tue and Sanctity; it being certain that the planting of thit 
in us, and the deſtroying out of us all Sin and Wickednels 
which are the proper Works of the Devil, was the great Ene 
of Chriſt's coming into the World, and of the Religion Which 
he ſet on foot among Meg © x 
© This is the point therefore that I ſhall endeavour to make 


Our 
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st out at this time. And in order to the ſo doing, it will be fuf- 

ent ficient to ſhew theſe two thing. 
vel Firſt, That this was an End and Deſign moſt worthy of the 
Sa- Son of God to propoſe to himſelf in his Undertaking for Man- 
em | kind. And Secondly, That the Hiſtory of our Lord, andthe 
and] Religion be inſtituted, do all along, throughout the Structure 


1 


ake if and Contrivance of them, viſibly ſuch a Deſigg. 
his I begin with the firſt, That to deliver Men from the Bon- 
3od dage of their Sins, and to reſtore their Natures to a State of 
edi · ¶ Virtue and Holineſs, was a defign moſt worthy of the Son of 
his God to propoſe to himſelf in his Undertakings for Mankind. 
lige ¶ Now the truth of this will appear, if we either conſider how | 
the ſl neceſſary, how eſſential, an Ingredient Holineſs is into the 
tem Happineſs of Mankind; or on the other fide, how impoſſible 
with it is in the nature of the thing, for any Man to be happy that 
er to is under the Power and Dominion of Sin: For from hence it 
ilſt I will be evident, that if our Saviour's Errand into the World, 
ning was to ſerve the Intereſts of Mankind, he could propoſe no 
that deſign to himſelf more glorious, more worthy of the Son of 
t has God, than this that we are ſpeaking of, Lie Took 
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ing, And firſt let us ſee how much a holy Divine frame of ſoul 
arn- contributes to aur Happineſs. I pray what doth the chiet 
I Happineſs of any being conſiſt in; but in theſe two things; 
, on] in having its Nature advanced to the greateſt perfection it is 
eing capable of; and Secondly, in being put into the poſſeſſion of 
EndJJ'the greateſt good it can enjoy. Let us now apply this to Man- 
d to kind. And Firſt, I ask what is the higheſt Excellence and 
rgu-· Perfection that Human Nature is capable of? ls it not to be 
elfe · made as like unto God as is poſſible 2 There is no doubt of ir. 
vo The meaſure of all created excellency and Perfection, can be 
nothing elfe but the Divine Nature, which is Perfection it ſelf; 
and therefore the neareſt approach that any Nature can make 
to that, is a ſtate of the utmoſt perfection that that Nature 
can arrive to: But now there is nothing in the World by 
which we can approach nearer unto God, nothing that can 
give us a greater refemblance of his Nature, than thoſe Mo- 
ral Accompliſhments of the Mind we are ſpeaking of, that 
8to ſay, univerſal Purity and Righteouſneſs and Goodneſs. 
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Mierciful as God is Merciful, and perfect in the inward Good 
neſs and Rectitude of our Minds, as our Heavenly Father i 


on of the greateſt Good we are capable of, which is the othei 


cCellency of Nature would not fignify very much; foraſmuch 
as no Creature, how excellent loever, is Self- ſufficient: Ay 
for this I ſay, I ask again, whether there can be a greater 
SBSood chan G0d? If not, then, whether he that is put into a 


But now I fay, it is true Holineſs and Goodneſs only that 
can put Mankind into a Capacity of enjoying God; name 
not only ſo, but doth put thoſe that are endowed with it into 
an actual Enjoyment of him (In ſome degree in this Life 


k mit of. | 


C6), PORE 


! For on das ger nd, theſe are the 3 that conſtitute Jet 
the very being of the Divine Life, and ate (if one may ſo 
ſpeak) the top, the flower of all the Perfections that are in 
God's Nature: So on the other hand theſe are the only quali 
ties in which it is poſſible for Mankind to imitate him. Ou 
' Natures will not admit that we ſhould be Infinite, Indepen- 
dent, Omnipotent- and Omniſcient as God is: But we may 


be, nay, we are commanded to be Holy, as God i is Holy, 


hv That is the firſt bing: en 
And then, Secondly, as for iht RS put into the poſſef. 


part of the chief Happineſs, and without which indeed all Ex. 


condition of enjoying God be not put into the poſſeſſion of the 
greateſt Good bY is capable of? It certainly muſt be granted 


but in Fulneſs and Perfection hereafter.) For pray, whereiſit 


C.iunſiſts the Enjoyment of God ? Doth it not conſiſt in loving H 
him with all our Heart, and Soul, and: Strength, and rejojthe 
ding ia the ſenſe of his Love to us; in being inwardly andi to 


powerfully effected with his Preſence, with his GoodneliY = 
with all his Excellencies; and in a word, in having one ph 


Mind and one Will with him? But what is all this, but eithetſi tra 


the very Eſſence, or the proper and natural Exercife of that 


| Holineſs and Goodneſs we are now diſcourſing of? As there ca 


fore before we ſaw that true Holigeſs makes us like unto God: pu 
So by what has been now ſaid, we ſee that it inſeparably ufof 


- nites us to him; and thereby makes that inexhauſted Foun 


tain of all Good to be as much ours as our Capacities will ad ev. 
And ill the m more holy, the more pure, oe moreſfl a, 
_ 


& 


itutedevout, we grow, Mill. we ſhall more and more enjoy God, 
Ly fo an for ever d ever. \ . | N 


re ii There needs no more to be ſaid for the ſhewing how ne- 


ualreeffary, how effential true Goodneſs is to the Happineſs of 


Ou Mankind. I do not here ſay that this alone will make a Man 
pen. 
may 
loly, 
7000 
ler i 


y happy. And the providing for theſe likewiſe was one 


eff. 


U-Bthe main things required to our Happineſs are thoſe we bave 
Otnet 
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Life, 


namely, to reſtore the Image of God in fallen Mankind, 


they are under the Power and Dominion of Sin; and ſee 


poſſible for them to be happy, tho? there was no other Puniſh- 
ment to be dreaded from their Sins, but only ſuch as ariſeth 
from the Sins themſelves. 5 5 


and to which all other Perfections have their Name and Eſtimate. 
Incl It is truly Me 59s Tixa Aeon, as one of the Philoſo- 


onefphers calls it, a perfect lapſe into Brutality, a ſtate of Hat con- 


( 
f that Ir is evil pure and unmixt; no Circumſtance in the World 
hertYean make it in any ſenſe good, whereas all other Evils ſo re- 
God: puted may be ſo circumſtantiated, as to have ſome mixture 
y wYof Goodneſ or Commendablene ſs in them. 
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compleatly happy: For Human Nature being made up of 
Soul and Body, there muſt be a grear many other things taken 
care of beſides the Holineſs and Purity of the Mind, in order 
to the rendring of that compound which we call Man entire 


part of our Saviour's bufineſs in the World. But ſeeing 


been ſpeaking of, it was neceſſary that he ſhould in the firſt 
Ex place provide for them, And therefore with good reaſon do 
nuciſſ ve ſay, that that was the firſt and great Deſign of his coming, 


But for the farther clearing of this Truth, let us, in the 
Second place, turn our thoughts to the State of Mankind as 


whether ſo long as they continue in that ſtate, it be not im- 


of Sin is an infinite Imperſection, and thereſore an infinite Evil. 
zetcinſlt is the worſt Corruption and the greateſt Debaſement of 
ing Human Nature that js poſſible, and the fartheſt receſſion in 
©30)Ythe World from the Divine Perfections, from their approach 


'ouN It is that which puts Mankind into an utter incapacity of | 
ever enjoying the Supream Good, which no other Evil can 
da. For it is not more impoſſible (as the Apoſtle expreſſeth it) 


PPP | 
. * 5 33 


* 
1 - N * 9 5 f 
r he . Sd 1 — 4 
A 5 EE. 2 
2 5 — 6 — 3 O - — — 
＋ . : 5 * 0 fe ks * 7 2 
* — * — - bad — 
— _— r 7 — — pn ne, WS L 
* PR IT. n — 
5 _— * * , tt. 1 
w—— : —— . 


x 
5 . * 0 
N r . 
ws . > 
__ 1 / ” 


PPP 
4 . " "0 


— 
— ? = y 
— £3 Jr wt Foe wt l * - 
A —— — — — JET na 6 
0 4 —. — — 3, 3 Wo Ars 
— — r * 
5 * 

* 5 x 

POS 1 pink ey OR 


3 —— Wo Saks Et; F — — == - 2 
— 8 2 < 232 _ 4 2 De 2 2 a : 
„ "$ ko * , - — ** * n Wann * N * 
2 4 OY h n ; + * : . 
y w , — : 4 8 i l * WC Wh. aac 1 $44 y 7 A Fa. ok 7 — 6 8 
4 A = * * 1 . 5 V 8 * 1 — T3 e ns 7 E * * EPIC. 
K K e . : — * 1 4 « as 2 : —— - 
* — > * EI: p * " 8 — * 
2 — Ye - 5 J . on a. 4 5 
8 2 0 = * 


| 1 8 F. 7 
1 for Light to "Bavd communion with Daten than for God = 
to have fellowſhip with Belial. For tho“ we ſhould ſuppoſe "y 
a wicked Perſon, a Whoremonger for inſtance, a Worldling . 
a malicious, profane, or itreligious Perſon, to have all hit 
Sins forgiven him; and not only fo, but to be compaſſed a- 
bout, and (as ] may ſay) dat over with all hae? external 
Glories, in which we do believe good Men ſhall ſhine in the 
Life to come; nay, and farther, to have an excellent Un- 
derſtanding given to bim, fo as that he Was able to reach then 
height of Seraphims in his ſublime Contewplations: Vet ſoffit le 
long as that wicked Nature remains in him, he would not for. 1 
all this be a whit nearer to the enjoying of God; forafmuchſ 
as there can be no Enjoyment, where there is no Love, no $e: 
Likeneſs of Nature, no Union of Mind. Nay, I know notſiave 
Whether theſe Circumſtances we have placed him in, ( ſup-$*" 
poſing ſuch Circumſtances compatible to fuch a Man) would 
not make him more miſerable than otherwife he would be. 
For the Excellency of his Underſtanding, and thoſe external 
Glories would not ſuffer him ro doubt, bur that the Greateſt 
good was to be had in God: ' Yer through the perverfeneſs off en 
his Nature he would find that this Good would be fo far from 
being a Good to him, that it would be the greateſt of Evik: x 
5 Foratmuch as there was the moſt infinite unſuitableneſs, and Pb. 
diſagreement between the Object preſented to kid, and biz 
F aculties, that were to-be exercifed about it. | 
What Thall [ fay more? As Goodneſs is Health, lo Sin i 
Sickneſs and Death : The worſt abuſe of our higheſt Faculties 
'- a ſtate of violence to Nature, Tis all that we call Unreafo 
nableneſs, Confuſion, Deformity, Monſtrofity. In a word 
it is the greateſt of all Evils, as being a at I greateſt Arne 
from the greateſt Good, 
So that theſe things conſidered we way reaſonably con 
5 ade, that if Chriſt had any deſign to make us happy; nay 
til he had any deſign to make us not miſerable ; it was neceſ- 
ſary for him to redeem us from the ſlavery of Sin, and to 
reſtore vur Natures to their primitive Rectitude, by making 
us virtuous and Good. 


— inconſiderate chen, how unreaſonable are thoſe 60 
that 


freeing Men from the puniſhmevr of their Sin, and the entitling them 
eternal Happineſs, without any reſpect had to the change and rene w- 
g of their Natures. For in the firſt place, from what has been faid, 
is eaſie ro ſee, how very much they do hereby diſparage the love and 


ake him only to have redeemed us from his Father's Wrath, and the 
aniſhmenrs conſequent thereupon, leaving us in the mean time to the 


ceſſion of any external Evil is a Miſcry great enough; they do but make 


1 the ſim balf a Saviour: One that freed us indeed from ſome outward Evils, 
et ſo et left us irremediably expoſed to many inward ones as great, or great- | 
t for than the other. One that delivered us from the apprehenſions of a 


zibbet or an Executioner, but could not, or would not cure us of the 


3 no Secondly, It is eaſie to ſee likewiſe how abſurd a Notion theſe Men 
y notſhave of Happineſs. For whilſt they make a Man under the Power and 


romiſed in the Scripture) would be ſv far from being a place of Hap- 
t ſelf. 


vil: Nor vill it here help the matter, to ſay, that the Righteouſneſs of 

1 and Cbriſt is imputed to all Believers; and that by virtue theresf, they are 
o all intents and purpoſes made righteous, even as much, as if they were 
ighteovs in their own Perlons: I fay, this will not help the matter. For 


d his 


gin M long as Sin and Wickedneſs are not mere Names, but real things, and + 
on Wave their immutable Properties: let Chriſt's Righteouſneſs be never 
cles 


d much imputed to us, yet ſo long as they remain in us, they will be 


reaſoWurils, they will make us miſerable, they will put an eternal Bar to our 


* mputation of anothers righreouſnefs, than a blind Man can hope to ſee 
Con 
nay 
1ecel- 
nd to 
aking 


Me 
that 


mend. 

orks of the Devil from among Men, and the making them ſincerely 
od to undertale: So, in the ſecond place, his whole tranſactions upon 
n every part of them, as to be a manifeſt purſuance of this deſign, 


there 


8% . would wake the ultimate Rad of our Saviour's Undertaking, to be 


indneſs of our Saviour, and leſſen his Undertaking. For whilſt they 


purity and corruption of our Natures, which of ir ſelf. without the 


tolerable Fevers and other Diſtempers under which we fatally languiſhed. 


ominion of Sin, capable of the happineſs of the other World, which 
hiefly conſiſts in the fruition of God's excellencics and Perfections, they 
o in effect affirm, that a Man may be made happy by that, of which he 
ith no ſenſe, no perception at all; or rather, to ſpeak properly, by 
hat to which he hath the greateſt Averſion and Antipathy. But in 
rue ſpeaking, Heaven to ſuch a Man, (TI am ſure that Heaven that is 


neſs, that, bating the corporeal Pains, it would in all reſpects be Hell : 
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njoyment of God. And we can no more hope to remedy this, by the 
by the Eyes of another; than a Man in the fit of the Stone or Gout, can 
tope to find eaſe by the help of his Phyfician ; «than a crooked deformed 
erfon can hope zo be made fair and beautiful by the comlineſs of his 
But to come to our ſecond Head of Diſcourſe, As the deſtroying the 
righteous, and holy, and good, was a deſign moſt worthy of the Son of 


Earth, and the Religion he ſet on foot in the World, were ſo contrived 


This is the ſecond thing I am to ſpeak to, and for the making it geod 
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tiere needs no more to be done, that only to deſire 


Y Man to cat Hes 
| Jeſs 1 


Eyes, either on the Precept vhich our Lord delivered; or on the D, 
Frines he taught; or on the Life he lead; or on the Death he ſuffered 
or laſtly, on what it hath been doing for Men at the right hand of Gy 
ever ſince; All which taken together, do make up the entire Hiſtoſ 
of our Saviegr, and the whole Scheme of his Inſtitution If now it d 
appear, that the natural tendency of every one of theſe was to make . 
good; and that was the end they all aimed at; then 1 hope our proy: 

/ V „ bo. 
| To go ever. all cheſe particulars at this time, vould prove too great 
an exerciſe of your. Patience,' which I would dot willingly injure ; 2 

therefore I ſhall confine m 
I ſhall treat of very bricfly and ge 5 

And firſt of all, that this vas the deſign of all our 

and the Laws, that he gave us, is evident beyond contradiction. Ther 

is not one of them which is not either an Iajuction of ſome; moral virtue, 
or a probibition of ſome Vice, or a recommendation of the means by which 
ſiome Virtue 18 to he acquired, or ſome Sin to be mort iſied. 

Whatever other libertics the Goſpel may have indulged: unto 

certain it grants none to their Vices. Never was Virtue taught in ſuct eB! 
Perfection, or exacted with ſuch Severity, as we there find it. Never did 

aa Man ſet the duties of Human Life in all its relations, towards G00, 
towards our Neighbours, aud towards our ſelves, at ſo high a pitch, ai 
our Javiour hath there ſet them, © All the Gentle World eannet (hev uf 
out of all their great Maſters of Morality, their moſt refined Philoſo- 
phers, ſuch a Collection of ſublime and accurate Precepts of Living, 25 
gle Sermon of our Saviour 's. That I mean, upon 


y ſelf to che three firſt of them, and thoſe to 


Saviour's Precepts, 


Men, it is 


are delivered in one fin 
So far is he from giving countenance to any fort of Wickedneſs or 
Impurity in the practices of Mankind, that he bath forbid all the ten- 
 genciesand approaches to it in the very Thoughts; having pat re{traints 
Upon the moſt ſecret and uo diſcernible workings of our minds towards 
every thing that is evil. Tb /ook upon a Woman to luſt after her, is in 
his account to commit Adultery. To be raſhly and uncharitably angry 

is forbid by bim as a degree of Murder. 
by his Law a Sin, as well as to do one. 1 
Iowa that there is the greateſt encouragement 
our to all repeating Sinners that is poſſible; nay, though they have 
been the greateſt of Sinners. But then he requires both a thorough 
Change of their Minds, and a thorough reformation of their M 

tao, before they muſt hape for any benefit from him. 
I I own likewiſe, that there is in the Goſpel all the al 
for the natural unavoidable frailties and weakneſſes of Mankind, that W 

Bur then it fuppoles, the Perſons ro whom this allow- 
' ance is made, to be fincerely (tho? not perfectly) pure and upright both 
in their Minds and Lives; that they harbour no Iaiquity in their Hearts, 
nor pradtiſe any known Sin in their Converſation ; nay, and that they 
do their beſt endegvours likewiſe to overcome their infirmities. 


Not to forgive an Injury, 1s 


given by our Savi- 


anden 
lowunce made 


can be deſired. 
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T Ia 2 * it is the fundamental A of the Goſpel, has nen Hos. 
\ UA no Man [ball ſee God; and all the particular Precepts we there meet 
th, do exactly anſwer this general one, and are a purſvance of it. 
Nor, in the ſecond place, i is this deſign of making Men virtuous more 
'Gy ofpicuous in our Saviour's Precepts, than in the Doctriaes he delivered 
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Mankind. Thoſe truths (I mean) which he reyealed from God to 
believed by all rhoſe that ſhould Embrace his Religion, There was 


dne. of them calculated for the gratification of Men's idle Curioſities, 
e buſying and amuling them with airy and uſcleſs Speculations. Much 
s were they intended for an exerciſe of our Credulity, or a tryal how 
x we could bring our Reaſons to ſubmit to our Faith. Bur as on one 


ind, they were plain and ſimple, and ſuch as by their agreeableneſs to 
e rational faculties of Mankind, did higbly recommend. themſelves 


our belief; ſo, on the other hand, they had an immediate relation 


practice: And vere the genuine Principles and Faundations upon which 
Human and Divine virtues were naturally to be ſuperftructed, 
The Doctrines which our Saviour FRY FCG, will all of them fall under | 
e of theſe three Heads, 


They were either in order to the clearing, improving and 00 


duld not be lead. 


iples out of the Minds of Men, that then commonly prevailed in the 


Vorld, and were aedt hindrances and obſtructions of true Virtue and 
ety. 


Or laſtly, they v were 5 a8 ; contained « new | new encous. : 


pements, new. Engagements to put us upon the practice of Holineſa, 


Doctrines which we call the peculiar Articles of tae Chriſtian Faith; aa 
amely, the infinite love of God to Mankind expreſſed in ſending his 


$2 Sacrifice for the Sins of the World, and thereby ſealing a Covenant. 


- n That Son of God's being afterwrads raiſed from the Dead, and carried 
= s pinto Heaven to appear there as a perpetual Advocate and Interceſſor 
ry, 


4 auſe and Religion in the World; and by his inward lofluences to aſſiſt 
1 il Chriſt's faithful Diſciples in their endeavours after Virtue: And laſtly 
1008" What Son of God's coming down again from Heavca at the eud of the 
nary orld, to judge both the quick and the dead, according to their works 
made None in the Fleſh; and to reward all good Men with eterval Life and 
chat N ag ro puniſh all bad Men in Hell-fire prepared for the Devil. 
ad his Angels. | | 
are This _— is the ſum of thoſe ee that were delivered by our 
den. Naviour, and as to all, and every one of them, I ask whether they be 
u they Net truly practical Dodtrines? Whether the whole rape and defign of 


- 


or us at the right hand of God; and at the ſame time ſending down his 
oly Spirit, as his Vicegerent upon Earth, to maintain and promote his 


a [ 


egreat Truths of natural Rehgion, heut viel a virtuous holy Life 


Or they were in order to the removing of thoſk errgneous wicked Prin- : 


hat Mankind never thought of before. And of this laſt ſort were thoſe. DD. 


wa Son for their Redemption: That Son of God's offering up of himſelt- 


f Pardon and Reconciliation to all true Penitents that believe in him: 


them 
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tenee of thoſe Men is, who would explode the Doctrine of the Bleſl: 


it is certainly ſo far from being a matter of mere Speculation, that it s 


Alrticle of the Chriſtian Faith; we are not barely to conſider it, as it de 


emmanation of one Perſon from another, and other ſuch things, (vitY 


2n example of Living; and by his Death, he might make a Propit 


| * 4 12 \ | 2 

. them be not to make Men good? Nay, laſtly, whether in theſe D. 
Arines there be not a more powerful, a more eſſectual method laid dom ce 
for the reforming Human Nature, and obliging the whole World « 
for fake their Sins, and to lead holy and virtuous Lives, than was ev 
taught before, nay, or than was poſſible to have been contriv'd by 1 
the wit of Mankind? . 

By what I have now ſaid, it plainly appears how groundleſs the pr. 
Trinity out of rhe Chriſtian Religion, as being a mere Metaphyſical 
Speculation, and nothing at all tending to the promoting of Piety and 
Virtue among Men. For as that Doctrine is delivered by our Saviou 


great Foundation of, and the greateſt engagement to a virtuous hoh 
Life, that was poſſible to be given. We owa it is a Myſtery, and a greit 
one, but not an uſeleſs ſpeculative Myftery, but a Myſtery of Godlineſ 
(as the Apoſtle ſtiles it.) God Almighty did not reveal that Myſtery tollf 
us as a piece of Philoſophy, for the filling our Heads with new ſublinÞi 
| Notions about his Nature: But as a Principle or Hypothefis, abſolutely 
_ neceſſary for the right underſtanding the Structure and Contrivance 0 
the Goſpel-Diſpznſarion, Wherein diſcovering in how wonderful a mar 
ner, each Perſon in the Divine Eſſence was ſeverally engaged ia the grea 
Affair of bringing Men into Repentance: We might in the firſt plac 
have abundant reaſon to embrace and adhere to that Religion, in whi 
alone of all the Religions in the World, was 8 method diſcovered, 0 
| reconciling Men to God without injury to any of the Divine Attribute 
or violence done to the liberty of Man's Will: and Secondly, might hav 
the ſtrongeſt Engagements imaginable, ſeriouſly to ſer our ſelves upoi 
the great Word of the reformation of our Lives, for the effecting of whict 
both Father, Son and Holy Ghoſt and fo zcalouſly, and with ſuch aftonilhti 
ing Condeſcenſion concerned themſelves. e 
Weg we therefore conſider the Doctrine of the Holy Trinity, as a 
notes or expreſſes three Eternal, Divine Per ſins ſubſiſting in one Divin 
Nature; much leſs are we to trouble our heads with the manner of t 


their curious enquiries into. and definitions about which, ſome (it is to! 
- 'feared) inſtead of clearing, have rather obſcured and perplexed that li 
cred Myſtery: But we are to confider this Myſtery, as the Holy Scrij 
ture propoſeth it; namely, every Perſon as converſant about, and cl 
operating in the work of our Redemption. God the Fat ber, as having 
is finite compaſſion and kindneſs for loſt Mankind, and thereupon ſendin 
his Son to reſtore them: God the Son as taking Human Nature upon hi 
that by his Life he might both inſtruct us in God's Will, and be to 


tion for our Sins: And laſtly, God the Holy Ghoſt, as (ent into the Hear 

bk all Believers to be a new Principle in them of a Divine Life; to af 
all well-difpoſed Perſons with his Grace to the end of the — 5 {| 

KW ry, 5 e VVV 


e Ding their Corruptions, and in the performance of all that Obedi- 
%% which Chriſt had required of them. And certainly the Doctrine of 


14 Me Trinity thus believed, thus conſidered, is a foundation of Piety with 
s ey oitneſs: A Doctrine that carries in it the ſtrongeſt Arguments that can 
by aflibly be made uſe of to a reaſonable Nature, to oblige us to give up 


++ ſelves entirely to the Service of God. 5 x 
Bat in the third place paſs we from the Dofrines our Saviour taught 
Bleſſe& the Life be Liv'd in the World, which will afford us another undenia- 
hyſicallifſe proof of the point we are upon. For whoever conſiders the particu- 
ty audits of that Life as it is recorded in the Goſpels, cannot but be convinced 
bt it was Wholly framed to the purpoſes of teaching univerſal virtue to 
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ion | 5 
it * lankind, by giving us a moſt lively, and yet a moſt imitable example of 9 I 
1s hoh the branches of it. Woo be ey RS ads... 1 
greif The life that our bleſſed Lord led upon Earth, was full of Innocence $81 


od Simplicity, free from all manner of Guile, and from the leaſt ſuſpi- 


alin 
b jon of Vice, or any thing that looked like it. There was nothing in 


tery te 


ſublim is Temper, or in his Converſation, that favoured of Sourneſs, or Chur- 
olutehichneſs; of Vain-glory, or Ambition, or Self- ſeeking; of the love of 
ance M Pleaſure, or of the love of the World. On the contrary, he was the 


everſe of all theſe; being the modeſteſt the humbleſt, the beſt-nacured, 
he moſt ſelf-denying, and difintereſted Man that ever appeared in the 
orld. He had no views in any of his Actions; but the pure glory of 
od, and the good of Mankind. He was dead to the World while he li- d 
n it; very well pleaſed and contented with his low Condition; extreme- 
y devout towards God, and conyerſing much with him by Prayer and 
leditation, and yet making that no pretence of negleRing the buſineſs 
of his Calling. He bore Injuries and Afﬀronts with the greateſt Meck- 
eſs, tho he was a Perſon of the higheſt Quality in the World. Pa- 
tient he was to Admiration, under unheard of Sufferings, and not only 
ready to forgive his Enemies, but te oblige them all the ways they 
Itwould be endleſs to purſue all the Inftances of that glorious Virtue, _ 
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Diviniin which our Saviour ſhined forth as @ light to the Paths, and a Lan- 
r of ih Pern to the feet of all the Ages and Generations of the World, I ſhall 
, (wittherefore here only deſire leave to take notice, how exquifitely the Cir- 
is to Hfeumſtances of our Saviour's Life were contrived, for the rendering him 
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very way a compleat and proper example of Vittue to the Sons of Men. 
nd there are two Particulars eſpecially that make hither. 
Firſt, His chuſing the Life of a private ordinary Perſon. Had he ap- 
peared in the Quality, and with the Equipage of a Prince, or ſome 1 
luſtrious Perſonage (as indeed the Fews expected ſuch a one for their 
Nat) and framed his Manners and Converſation according to that 
Charader: The' Virtues and Graces he muſt then have chiefly exerciſed, 
would not have been imitable by much the greater part of Mankind; 
u who, being placed in a quite different Sphere, mult alſo have diffe- 
rent Patterns and Precedents to frame their Lives by; and conſequent- 
J, the benefit of his Example would have redounded comparatively bur 


as 8, 


% 


portunities of exemplify ing ſeveral Virtues, which' ther generality 4 


'  Vidence; patient ſuffering of Injuries and Perſecutions, with ſeveral ; 


| oh the- greateſt part of Men is caſt ; and therein continually conflicting with 
all choſe Difficulties and Temptations, to which the condition of Humm 


|  fers the Story of our Lord, from that of ſeveral of his Followers and Di 


| Affairs, converſe in the World after his Example. In a word, his whole 


Nayp, let me add this farther; His very Miracles and inimitable Actions 


an) 


to a ſew, "Beſides; that ſtare of Life #0vld not have led him to 


Mankind have the molt frequent occaſions for; and for the obtaining y 
which, by reaſon of their extreme difficulty, they moſt ſtand in need 
she guidance and encouragement of an example. Such for inſtance ay 
cContentedneſs in a mean fortune; a continual dependence on God's Pry, 


the like Nature. But now our Saviour appearing as he did in lowly au 
common Circumſtances, in that Rank and Quality into which the Lot of 


Life is moſt expoſed ; he rendred himſelf hereby an Example of the mo 
_. univerſal. lafluence, ſuch a copy of Virtue as the neceſſities of Mankind 
did moſt require, ſhould be given them to write after. | 

Again Secondly, what Lhave obſerved as to the outward condition of oy 

 Saviour's Life, the fame, and to the fame purpoſes I obſerve of his Virtues 

They were indeed perfect in the higheſt Degree, but yer the Inſtances o 


them were very ordinary and very familiar; comply ing with Hum 1 
Society, and proportioned to the Strength and Capacities of all Men, *; 
There was nothing of Prodigy in his Converſation: nothing that by its bo 


greatneſs and too much Luſtre, might rather dazle our Eyes than guide 
us, rarher ſcare our endeavours than encourage them. And herein dif- 


ciples in after times. Whoſe Lives as they are related to us, are rather 
| fit to fright and amaze us, ro enſnare and to create ſcruples in us; than, 
to conduct us in the ways of an even and regular Piety. But our Sayi- 
onr's Life was nothing ſo, We do not find him forward in thoſe prodigi-W 
| ous Mortifications, thoſe long and tedious abſtractions ot Spirit, thoſe 
ſttrange Inſtances of uncommanded Charity, with which the Legends offi 
the Saints are ſtuffed, But in all the Actions in which he did propoſe 
| himſelf imirable by us, he did ſo converſe with Men, that Men might 
with eaſe and pleaſure, and Vichout the leaſt prejudice to their ſecular 


Life vas perfectly framed to a conformity with his Doctrine, and Articles 
of Faith. As theſe were fitted to every Man's Underſtandinę, ſo vai 
that fitted for every ones Imitation. 
| were alſo framed as much as was poſſible for the carrying on this Deſigu .; 
For they were all of ſuch a Quality, that they did not only evidence the 
Divine Authority of his Religion to Mens underſtandings, which was one 
great end of them; ber did alſo powerfully recommend Goodneſs and 
Charity to their Practices. We might in them, at the fame time diſco- _ 
ver both the Truth of Chriſtianity, and the Spirit and Temper of it. For 
it is obſervable of all che great and wonderful Works that our Saviour 
wrought, that they were not mere Signs and Prodigies, ſuch as the car? 
nal Jews-hankered after; but Actions of Beneficence to Mankind; Illo- 
| Ririous Expreſſions of the moſt large and diffuſive Charity. He never 


exerre 
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ted that Divine Power that was in him, but to the ends of benefit - 
fone Perſon or other. His conſtant courſe of Miracles, was but a 
ntinual going about „„ og OE CDS e 
And herein remarkably appears the difference between our Saviour's 
iracles, and thoſe of Moſes and Elias; the one the Author, the other 
e great reſtorer of the Jewiſh Law. Theirs were for the moſt part vindi- 
ive and deſtructive; dreadful plagues and judgments upon Gain- ſayers; 
ters from the deep to drown them, and Fire from Heaven to conſume 
Nea; and this ſuitably enough to the Nature and Genius of that Diſpens 
ioa, to which they did hereby gain Authority. But our Saviour, who 
ae to infuſe another kind of Spirit into Mankind, choſe to confirm his 
ligion by Miracles of Mercy; by healing the Sick, feeding the Hun- 
y, opening the eyes of the Blind, caſting out Devils, raifing dead Peo- 
e ro Life again: Plainly hereby making us to underſtand, that the 
reat buſineſs of his Religion, was to make Men kind and good natur d; 
a to produce in them all the fruits of an uſeful and charitable Conver- 
noa, and this in a degree far higher, than either the Law of Moſes, 


ces 0 


ay other Religion in the World did oblige Men to. 


J And thus much for our Saviour's Life and Example, which was the 

15 hird Head I was ro ſpeak to. As for the two remaining parts of his 

ide Iory, Which I mentioned, as further proofs of the point we are upon; 
1 ai. ſhall not now meddle with them, having (I fear) been too tedious al- 


Neady. And therefore I only beg leave to draw two ſhort Inferences 
rom what hath been ſaid, and I ſhall conclude, . 
And firſt, If this Account we have given of the Eads of Chriſt's Ma- 
avi ifeſtation in the Fleſh be a true one; then we may learn, what Judg- 
Went we are to make of all ſuch Doctrines and Opinions, as do either 
choſelrecy teach Vice and Profaneneſs and careleſs Living, or by neceflary 
aq ol dale quence open a door to it: Ot all ſuch DoQrines as diſpoſe a Man 
s b believe, either that holineſs of Life is not neceſſary to Salvation; or 
beat not fo neceſſary, but that there may be ways found out to ſupply 
ewant of it; Of all ſuch Doctrines as do check and diſcourage Men's 
ndeavours after univerſal Virtue, cither by repreſenting it unto them, 
articles}? thing unattainable in this Life; or by filling their minds with hard, 
ſo wat 


ch Doctriues as tend to extinguiſh the inward Life and Spirit of Reh- 
4 0g ion, by turning it into a Cuſtomarineſs, or Formality, or Superſtition ; 
Deſign D word, of all thoſe Doctrines that do any way hinder or obſtruct good 
„ ſe. For it is certain we may affirm of all ſuch, that they ate not of 
; dog; that Chriſt never taught them; that the Holy Scripture in the 


* - Are ſenſe of ir, cannot poſſibly own them, as being directly contradicto- 
e diſco- U 2 the great deſign and intendment of it, which, as we have ſeen, is 


d plant in Men all manner of Virtue and Holy Converſation. 

This is an excellent Rule to examine the truth of Religious Opinions 

3 and may be of great uſe for the guiding aur judgments as to many 

Ants, which are with great cagerneſs diſputed among Chriſtians at 

us day, And I mention it, not without. a particular reflection upon 
* | many 


t it. For 
Saviour 
the car* 
d; Illa- 
le never 
exerte 


nd unworthy, and penurious thoughts of God and his Goodneſs; Of al! 


| likewiſe, that are to much propagated among our. ſelves, (thovgh, | 


be brought to this Teſt, will appear manifeſtly falſe and unchrit 
As being either apparently contrived to ſerve a ſecular Turn; gr 
that, yer all of them, directly, or by neceſſary conſequence, incor 


, the World, is ſuch as hach been ſaid; then, in the Name of God 
every one that namei the Name of Chriſt, depart from all tniquity, 
is the moſt natural Inference that can be drawn from this Doctrine. 


would take it ill of any one that ſhould think otherwiſe of us. For Gt 
| Cake then, let us make it appear that we are fo, by living up to the 
gn of our Chriſtianity. Let us ſhew that we are indeed the Diſci 
of Chriſt, by walking as we have him for an Example. Let us make 
the World ſee that we believe his Doctrines, by conformiag our {| 
to his Precepts: That we fear his threatnings, by flying every th 
that is baſe and ſiaful: That we expect his Rewards in the other Wo 
by hving above the Vanities of this. Let our conſtant and vigorous p 
ſuit of every thing that is Good, of every thing that is Juſt, of ev 
ting that is Lovely, that is Venerable, that is of good Report, b 
Witneſs for us, to what Maſter, and to hat Religion we do belong, 
_ There is no other way but this co Evidence, that we are indeed v 
ve pretend to be. It is not ſufficient to entitle us to the name of Cl 
ſtians, that we were baptized into Chriſt, that we profeſs his Faith, if 
ve reſt upon him for Salvation, that we are Members of an Orthod 
Church: No, what St. Paul ſaid of Circumciſion, the ſame may be 
of Baptiſm, and all thoſe other things, (I uſe the words of a late, E 
nent Divine of our Church) They do werily profit, if we keep the 
2 Chriſt, bur if we be trangreſſors of that Law, our Baprijm is 
© Baptiſm; our Faith is mere Infidelity, our Chriſtianity is no be 
than Heatheniſm. Nay, further, I will be bold to ſay, there is n 
Turł or a Heathen, but if he live better than we; if he be more Innot 
more Chaſte, more Humble, more Juſt, 'more Charitable than we 


mdre up to the Ends of Chriſt's Religion, And n thouſand times r: 
VvVould I chule to appear at the laſt day before the great Tribunal o 


' thodox Chriſtian, if he ſoil and unhollow his Profeſſion by a vicious 
God Almighty touch all our Hearts with a ſenſe of theſe things, and g 
that that Grace of his, which as on this day hath appeared unto 
may effeQually teach every one of ws to deny Ungoalineſ;. and wolf 
Luis, and to live righteouſly, and ſoberly, and godly in this preſent i 
Luooling for the bleſſed Hope, and the ſecond and more glorious appes 
of the great in . To whom, & c. 
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many. of the Do&rines taught in the Church of Ree z; and upon p 


be thanked, never owned by our Church:) Both of which ſorts, if 


ing Men in a careleſs or a vitious Liſſe. 
But Secondly, fince the end and Deſign of our Lord's coming 


All of us here preſenc do call our ſelves Chriſtians, nay, and | belit 


is to all intents and purpoſes a better Chriſtian. Foraſmuch as he | 


in the Perſon of ſuch a poor Infidel, than in the condition of the mo 
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